
    
Angels of mercy 
 
 

Where are angels today?  Christians believe that God 
and his angels are present in heaven and throughout 
the world. Angels aren’t floating on clouds, they have 
their feet on the ground. They are present in the 
suffering of people in the world.  
 
 

The fourth pair of screens has photos of a boy and a 
woman. Strips of organza have a double effect: they 
heighten the sense of separation and despair, and also 
make us wonder … who is looking through the gauze? 
In which direction - who is looking on, who is looking 
out? Do we see things most clearly, or does God and 
his angels? 

A personal response 
 
 

We hope you have enjoyed looking at this display.   
It is one person’s response to questions of faith.  
 
 

Angels play an important part in the Bible. They appear 
as one link between heaven and this world.  
 
 

Christians believe that Jesus provides the most important 
link between us and God the Father. In him, we are all  
offered the chance of one day seeing heaven, probably 
teeming with angels. It’s a wonderful, awesome 
prospect!   
 

 
    
Like to know more about Christianity? 
 

Every year thousands of people want to know more about 
Christianity. Many don’t know where to start.   
    

The Christian Enquiry Agency    is an excellent point of 
contact: you’ll find information and resources on our website, 
and we’ll send material you ask for. We answer questions by 
post and email. We can put you in touch with people and 
churches near you, if you’d like that. And we won’t pester you. 
 

The Christian Enquiry Agency is non-denominational: we work 
on behalf of all the major churches in Britain and Northern 
Ireland. That means the doors are open wide for you to 
explore how the message of Jesus touches people’s lives in 
countless ways.  
 

Write (you don’t need a stamp) to Christian Enquiry Agency, 
Freepost WC2947, South Croydon CR2 8UZ 
or email: enquiry@christianity.org.uk 
or visit: www.christianity.org.uk 
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Textile art:  

Angels 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As you walk round a beautiful cathedral, you’ll see 
the work of dedicated craftsmen and artists from 
many centuries right up to the present. Their work  
is to the glory of God - or, in Latin, “Deo Gloria”. 
    
Angels is one of a series of textile art displays by 
Jacqui Frost, touring cathedrals in England.  Each 
display is a personal response to aspects of faith, 
brought here by the Deo Gloria Trust. For more 
information, visit www.cathedralexhibition.org.uk. 

 



Angels 
 
Textile artist Jacqui Frost has developed this display to give  
a series of impressions about angels as a link between this 
world and other dimensions.  
 
 

If you took Christmas cards as your guide, you might imagine 
that angels are usually good and sweet and gentle, and 
rather pleasant to meet. If you take the Bible as your guide, 
you learn instead that angels are usually good but tend to be 
strong, firm and scary - and rather uncomfortable to meet!   
 
 

Jacqui’s work here combines the familiar, comfortable 
Christmas story, with the unfamiliar and uncomfortable. 
 

    
 
In the display are five pairs of screens. The middle pair is  
the nativity story. It is the easiest part for us to understand. 
The Bible tells how angels prepared Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds, and the wise men, for an astonishing series  
of events.  
 
 
 

Many Christians believe that angels continue to play a pivotal 
role in getting important messages to the right people.   
 
 
Textile design:- Jacqui Frost  www.jacqui-textile.com 
Stitching support:- Ruth Field 
Texts:- The Message, the Bible in contemporary language,  
Sponsor:- The Deo Gloria Trust   www.deo-gloria.co.uk   
020 8651 6428   e-mail: banners@deo-gloria.co.uk

 

Good and evil 
 
The first displays give impressions of good and evil. Most 
angels are good. Satan was originally a most beautiful angel, 
much loved by God. But his pride and selfishness led him to 
rebel against God, and eventually fall from heaven.  
    

 
 
Take a look at the construction made of artificial materials, 
slightly burnt. The effect is slightly poignant, and alluring. 
Satan’s fall was a cause for great sadness - but the wrong 
path he took is still attractive to humankind. And at the very 
bottom of the construction, look for a tell tale clue to this 
creature - a snakelike tail. 
 
 

 
 
By contrast, the next display focuses on an angel of light, with 
a construction of white silk feathers, threaded on wire and on 
an aluminium coil. The inspiration for this is the angel who 
provided a guiding light for the Israelites, in their search for 
safety from the Egyptians, described in the book of Exodus, 
23.  The artist’s aim was to create a feeling of lightness but 
strength, with grace and beauty. 

Power and praise 
 

 
 
Angels in the Bible often deliver clear orders to humans,  
and praise God without question.   
 
 

What would it be like to meet an angel?  Perhaps the 
last two screens give us a taster, with an image of angel 
wings made of gold silk, organza, braid and beading. 
Here is a combination of strength, beauty and power. It 
may give you an idea of the awe anyone might feel in 
God’s presence with angels all around.  
 
 

Behind the wings are two texts which illustrate how  
angels are the carriers of orders and leaders of praise: 

 
And the angels called back and forth to one another. 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the God of the angel armies, his 
bright glory fills the earth”   Isaiah 6 
 
Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a 
live coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
He touched my mouth and said “Look, this coal has 
touched your lips. Gone is your guilt, your sins are 
wiped out.” Isaiah 6    

 


